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Distinguished veterans, honoured guests, ladies and gentlemen: welcome to the 5th annual 

Bomber Command Commemorative Ceremony conducted at the Shrine of Remembrance.  

We are gathered here today to honour with great respect the Australian men and women who 

proudly served Bomber Command during World War II.  

We are fortunate to have among us today serving members who gallantly discharged their 

duty in defence of democracy. These airmen amongst us today are a very unique breed of 

men. We will never see a generation like them ever again. 

They enlisted for the same reason that men joined the other services. Duty, the chance to 

travel, the lure of adventure and escape, but there were additional reasons. 

They had too many fathers and uncles telling them to keep out of the trenches. Airmen, the 

old diggers said, had hot meals, warm beds, less mud, no bayonets, airfields beyond the range 

of artillery and if they survived, rank and a skill to take into civilian life. 

The Australians who served in Bomber Command were subjected to the most stringent 

selection and most demanding and dangerous training of any large group of servicemen to 

leave Australia.  

They were young compared with the men in other services and those with equivalent rank. 

Being equipped with the most advanced technology then available, they used it in ways that 

were unknown even three years into the war. 

Being trained in a highly structured sequence of schools where others decided what they did 

and where they went, they themselves choose who went into battle with them. Crews sent 

into battle operated alone, were mutually dependent and responsible for decisions that could 

kill themselves or large numbers of others. 

They were required to go into action when the odds of survival were known and consistent. 

Committed to a tour of 30 operations when cumulative losses over a tour meant that death 

was more likely than survival. 

Bomber Command was engaged in the longest and most closely contested battles of the 

second world war. From their training days they were often in situations of extreme danger, 

and all who survived knew many close colleagues who were killed in accidents and air battles.  

Of all the Australian units in the second world war Bomber Command suffered the greatest 

battle losses on any unit. The total losses made up over 20% of all Australian battle deaths.  

 



 BOMBER COMMAND COMMEMORATIVE ASSOCIATION (VIC.) INC. 
SPEECH DELIVERED BY BCCAV CHAIRMAN MR PAUL F DIPNALL  
2016 BOMBER COMMAND COMMEMORATIVE DAY CEREMONY  

SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE, MELBOURNE 
SUNDAY 5 JUNE 2016 

 

 

 

Being widely dispersed through RAF training and operating squadrons, Bomber Command was directed 

to implement policies and were subjected to greater scrutiny for their morality and effectiveness than 

those of any other major allied force.  

Today we all honour the courage of these great men and the memory of 3,486 Australian airmen who 

sacrificed their life for our peace. The relative peace we enjoy today is their legacy to us, the freedoms 

we enjoy today again is their great legacy. 

The Bomber Command Commemorative Association strives to honour the bravery of all those that 

served with great dignity in defence of our wonderful democracy.   

We will continue to honour the tradition and pass on this meritorious memory through our close 

association with our adopted secondary education school, Carey Baptist Grammar School, so that the 

next generation never forgets the sacrifice made by so many. 

Thank you. 

 

Paul F. Dipnall 

Chairman 

Bomber Command Commemorative Association Victoria (Inc) 

 


