
ALLOW US TO INTRODUCE OURSELVES... 

January 2016 

N E W S L E T T E R  

Bomber Command Commemorative 
Association Victoria (Inc) 

The Bomber Command Commemorative Association Victoria Inc (BCCAV) officially incorporated at the 
beginning of December 2015. The Association has its origins in the original Bomber Command Commemorative 
Day Foundation (Vic) founded by two dedicated ladies, Robyn Bell and Jan Dimmick, for the first Bomber 
Command commemorative service held at the Shrine of Remembrance in June 2012.   

 
Growing numbers at each successive service in 
the three years since prompted the decision to 
incorporate and the Association is now a 
legally-recognised body in its own right, 
steered by a Committee of seven under the 
leadership of Chairman Paul Dipnall.  
 

This move lays the foundation for the future 
financial stability of the Association and opens 
the door to a variety of future initiatives, to be 
announced in future communications. 
 

 It is indeed an exciting time for the group and 
a major step in its endeavours to ensure the 
perpetual and solemn memory of those brave 
people involved in Bomber Command.  
 

 

EDITION 1.1 

One of the most pleasing developments of 2015 
for BCCAV was the beginnings of our partnership 
with Carey Baptist Grammar School under the 
“Adopt an Ex Service Association programme,” 
run by the Shrine of Remembrance. 
 
This programme facilitates relationships between 
schools and ex-service organisations in order to 
carry on each Association’s legacy of service to 
the nation and the memory of their members. 
The partnership between school and Association 
can be based on geographical location or histori-
cal association.  

BCCAV ADOPTED BY CAREY GRAMMAR 

The Bomber Command Commemorative Association Victoria  has been adopted by Carey Baptist Grammar 

School as part of this programme. The school was proudly represented at the 2015 Commemorative Service 

by the group in this photo. Scott Bramley, Middle School Chaplain at the school (far left) is their representa-

tive on the BCCAV committee.  

The BCCAV Committee. L-R: Paul Dipnall , Robyn Bell, Jan Dimmick, Mike 
Leicester, Ron Ledingham and Adam Purcell.  
Absent: Scott Bramley, representing Carey Baptist Grammar School. 



 

Bomber Command Commemorative Association Victoria ( Inc)  

The day a Lancaster flew under the Sydney Harbour Bridge 

There have been a surprisingly large number of aeroplanes that have flown under the Sydney Harbour Bridge 

over the years (we know, this is a Victorian publication but please bear with us!). The first recorded pilot to do so 

was Jimmy Broadbent, then the holder of the England-to-Australia solo record, in 1933. US Kittyhawk fighters did 

it in February and again in May 1942. Three Dutch Douglas aircraft followed the Kittyhawks a week later, in 

formation. There are records of six RAAF Ansons flying under the Bridge in July 1943 

and a big formation of 24 RAAF Wirraways doing so in the same year. Dick Smith’s 

final act on his solo round-the-world helicopter flight in July 1983 was a quick dive 

under the massive steel deck. Most recently an errant pilot flew an ultralight Gazelle 

aircraft under the bridge in May 2004.  

But the first four-engine aircraft to fly under the Sydney Harbour Bridge was an Avro 

Lancaster, on 22 October 

1943. Lancaster BIII ED930 

("Q for Queenie"), made an 

unauthorised flight under the 

Sydney Harbour Bridge while on a public relations tour 

promoting war bonds. During an exhibition sortie over 

Sydney the crew ‘buzzed’ the building housing the 

headquarters of RAAF Eastern Area at Edgecliff, on 

Double Bay, and then carried on under the bridge. 

There is a newspaper article* reporting that a Sunderland 

was the second four-engine aircraft to fly under the 

famous bridge in January 1946, but the Lancaster was the first. 

And the Victorian connection we mentioned? The captain of Queenie on that day was then-Flight Lieutenant , 

later Wing Commander Peter Isaacson AM DFC AFC DFM. Peter is now  the Patron of our organisation.  

*Barrier Miner (Broken Hill), 17 January 1946, via trove.nla.gov.au 

2016 Cocktail Party 
We are delighted to announce that the 2016 Cocktail Party will be held at the Toorak RSL Sub Branch, at 72 
Clendon Road Toorak , on Wednesday evening 9th March 2015, from 6 - 9 pm. Tickets are $45 per head and 
include finger food and champagne, beer, wine and soft drinks. Spirits will be available to purchase at bar prices. 
 
This party is our only fundraising event each year. It  is however much more than just fundraising. The event is 
designed to enhance and grow the Bomber Command family in Victoria by providing a regular friendly get 
together for our veterans and their families and friends. We encourage all to attend and invite as many family 
and friends as you can. 
 
Pre purchase of tickets is essential to allow us to fully cater for everyone, so please RSVP with payment by 19th 
February to Mike Leicester at (03) 9395 6219, 0419 818178 or email  mike35p@tpg.com.au.  
Please advise any special dietary requirements at the time of booking. 
 
Payment can be made by cheque payable to Bomber Command Commemorative Association Inc. or by direct 
debit to: 
BSB:           633-000 
Account No: 156-318-842 (include your name in the reference section) 



AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL, BOMBER COMMAND-STYLE 

Contacts Data Base: 

For the past two years, we have been developing a contacts database so that we can keep in touch with our Bomber 

Command “Family”. The contacts we have so far have come mainly from attendances at our Cocktail Parties and our 

Commemorative Day Services. 

This newsletter is being sent to everyone currently on our database. Email is the preferred option, so if you receive this in hard 

copy and have an email address, please let us know. Also let us know if you don’t wish to receive mail outs from us. 

If you know of anyone who has not received our newsletter but would like to in the future—again, please let us know. 

We aim to publish three newsletters  each year, and would welcome any suggestions for news items or articles from anyone. 

The contact for the newsletter is Adam Purcell: adam@somethingverybig.com or mobile 0405 003 312 

In early 1944, Bomber Command was routinely sending forces numbering six or eight hundred aircraft on large-scale raids 

against German cities. Even the ‘smaller’ raids on French targets still involved a couple of hundred aircraft each. Landing every-

one safely at their airfields after the operation, in the dark, with no lights or radar, and contending with fatigued aircrew, 

battle damage and the odd German intruder attack, required the development of some remarkably sophisticated and highly 

efficient systems, and thus laid the foundations for what we now know as air traffic control. 

 

There were a number of local variations but the basic procedure was 

that incoming aircraft would call up the control tower on the radio to 

identify themselves as they approached their home airfield. Flying 

Control would respond with instructions to either land immediately if 

there was no-one in front of them, or to circle the airfield, stacked 

above earlier arrivals at 1,000’ intervals. As No. 1 was in the circuit at 

1,000’ and preparing to land, No. 2 would be circling at 2,000’, No. 3 

would be at 3,000’ and so on. No. 1 flew around the circuit, following 

the ‘Drem’ lights located around the airfield, and the pilot would re-

port on the radio as he passed each position: ‘crosswind’ as he passed 

over the upwind end of the runway, perpendicular to it; ‘downwind’ 

as he passed the mid-point of the runway, flying parallel to it (which is also where he would begin a slow descent from 1,000’ 

to land), and ‘funnels’ as he made the final turn to line up with the runway, facing into wind. Then he would wait for the green 

light from the aerodrome controller (who was located in a caravan parked next to the landing end of the runway) before land-

ing and taxying off the runway to dispersal. Meanwhile, No. 2 became No. 1 and would leave the stack. He would adjust his 

circuit spacing and speed to position himself one reporting position behind the aircraft in front. As each aircraft left the bottom 

of the stack, everyone else still circling above them could be stepped down a level until, in turn, they were at the bottom and 

next to land.  

 

Arrival over base could be inside 10/10ths cloud. In this case, the navigator might use the ‘Gee’ navigation aid to home in to 

the airfield. He would be calling instructions to the pilot in much the same manner as the bomb aimer would while over the 

target: “Starboard a bit, Skipper… hold it there… should be coming into view now”. This could be accurate enough to take the 

aircraft all the way to ‘funnels’ – quite astounding accuracy for the time. In the event of an intruder alert, an emergency call 

would come over the radio, lights everywhere would be turned off and the arriving bombers would all scatter until the all-clear 

sounded or they were diverted to other ‘dromes. 

Words and photo (the control tower at Elvington): BCCAV History and Media Officer Adam Purcell 

Sources: Dan Conway—The Trenches in the Sky and Don Charlwood—From Takeoff to Touchdown and interview with 49 Sqn rear gunner Hugh McLeod 



 

Bomber Command Commemorative Day Service 2016  

Light Refreshments will be served following the Service. 
 

 

 

 

A formation flyover of RAAF Museum and light aircraft during 

afternoon tea will help us commemorate our brave Bomber 

Command Crews. 

 

Sunday 5th June 2016    12.00 noon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne 
Western Gallery, Ground Floor 
 

Proudly supported by the 

Victorian State Government and 

Victorian Veterans Council 


